




when, how and why people (for hers is a history of people, not of concepts or abstract forces) have been doing 

what they were doing and what were the consequences of their actions, including of course their failures, on the 

larger literary and cultural landscape. Power relations were a daily reality,just as persona! ambitions and rivalries, 

but the ambition of this book is clearly not to hint at winners or losers -a major difference with the tone of many 

contemporary writing and criticism, often characterized by extremely violent and systematical ly scornful 

language. Finally, this book is also, despite the incredible wealth of documentary evidence and historical 

information, a real page-turner. lt is written without any jargon, while proving capable of summarizing extremely 

complex theoretical debates and controversies, in simple and always very elegant words. Yes, this is not only a 

work on literary history, it is literary history in the making-and why not also literature itself. 


