
https://www.vogue.it/fotografia
https://www.vogue.it/fotografia
https://www.vogue.it/fotografia
https://www.vogue.it/author/rcerbarano
https://www.vogue.it/author/rcerbarano


Michele Sibiloni’s book “Nsenene”, published by Edition Patrick Frey, is wrapped in a

sort of aura of magic and mystery. An aura made of shimmering green lights spread on

the pages, as in a dream where reality and fiction melt into a sci-fi scenario. Moving from

a documentary language towards a cinematic aesthetic, Michele Sibiloni’s project

illustrates the phenomenon of the harvest of “nsenene”, a food delicacy and an important

source of income in Uganda.

Technically bush crickets but generally referred to as “grasshoppers”, nsenene migrate en

masse twice a year. During the harvest season, the greenish insects become the targets of

a spasmodic hunt made of fancifully contrived tools and traps, and the night turns into an

otherworldly experience. Many Ugandans spend their nights waiting for grasshoppers,

hoping to catch them and earn money from the harvest.
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